Accidents, Coincidence, or Providence?

(Esther 1-10)

Human existence is a mixed bag of tragedies and blessings. Pain and pleasure. Sad stories and happy endings. People speak much about life’s “randomness.” They talk about luck, karma, fate, and coincidence. Whatever happened to providence?

Today, in our continuing “Snapshots of God” sermon series, we’re looking at the fascinating story of Queen Esther. It’s a story that reminds us that life’s ups and downs have nothing to do with chance or happenstance… and everything to do with the perfect plan of a sovereign God!
The Story of Esther

Two Lessons [from Esther] for Us…
God’s sovereignty over all things

(Esther 1-10; cf. Ps 103:19; Job 42:2; Ps 115:3; Dan 4:35; 

Deut 32:39; Jer 18:6; Rom 8:28; Eph 1:11; 1 Tim 6:15)
God’s providence in the details of life

(Esther 1:12; 2:5-8, 10, 15-18, 21-23; 3:4, 13; 

4:10-17; 5:2, 6-7; 6:1-14; 7:7-10; 8:17)
Nothing is accidental or coincidental—everything is providential.
This message, the tenth in a CCC sermon series called “Snapshots of God,” is by Len Woods [3/7/10]. 

Lagniappe: God’s Sovereignty

Proverbs 16:9  In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps.

Proverbs 16:33  The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord.

Proverbs 21:1  The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord; he directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases.

Acts 2:23  This man [Jesus of Nazareth] was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.

Acts 4:27-28  Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 

Romans 11:33-36  Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! 34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?”35
“Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?”36
For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.

Revelation 4:11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.”

“God determines all things. He does so without being the author of sin, without violating the will of man, and without destroying the reality of decision-making. Each one is us is held responsible for every decision we make. This is a great mystery, but it is true. If we are not able to grasp it, we may rest assured that it all fits together perfectly in the mind of God.” 

Decision Making and the Will of God, Garry Friesen, p. 33
“God’s sovereign will…will certainly be fulfilled. It will not be frustrated by men, angels or anything else (Daniel 4:35). The sinner who tries to defy God’s plan may shake his fist to the heavens, but God will determine how many times he shakes it and whether that man will live to shake his fist tomorrow (James 4:15). Satan is God’s strongest enemy, but God set the limits on the extent to which the devil may express his evil intents (Job 1).” Decision Making and the Will of God, Garry Friesen, p. 202
“Would you like to know God’s sovereign plan for the past? Find a good history book and curl up with it on a rainy day. If something happened, it was part of the plan. Would you like to know God’s sovereign will for next Tuesday? Wait until next Wednesday.”
Decision Making and the Will of God, Garry Friesen, p. 203






