Stories of Forgiveness
(2 Chronicles 33:1-20)

It has been said that if humanity’s greatest need had been information, God would have sent an educator. If our greatest need had been better technology, God would have dispatched a scientist to earth. If our greatest need had been money, God would have provided an economist. But our greatest need was and is none of those things. Our greatest need is forgiveness, so God sent us a Savior.
In the unforgettable Old Testament story of King Manasseh of Judah we see an astonishing picture of forgiveness. Manasseh’s a thoroughly wicked man, in a really horrible place. But that’s not the end of the story. His life reminds us that God gives grace to the humble. Sweet, beautiful, amazing grace! 

God’s grace is…

…grace greater than any sin
(1-11)
…grace to repent 
(12)
…grace to live a new life
(13-20)
God gives grace to the humble!
This message, the eleventh in a CCC sermon series entitled “Snapshots of God,” is by Len Woods [3/14/10]. 

Lagniappe: What’s the big deal about BAPTISM?
What is baptism? 

Water baptism is an outward and physical sign of the inward and spiritual reality—new life in Jesus Christ. Baptism symbolizes our old life being crucified and buried with Jesus, as well as our resurrection with Christ into a brand new life. Baptism publicly expresses our desire to be fully devoted followers of Jesus. 

Does baptism make us right with God?

No. We are saved by God's grace through faith alone in Christ alone. No religious rituals can ever make anyone right with God (Eph 2:8-9). Baptism is to salvation what a wedding ceremony is to a marriage. What legally binds a husband and wife isn’t a ceremony, but the making of promises and the signing of a marriage license in the presence of witnesses. Baptism, like a wedding, is merely a public expression of love and commitment to another—in this case, to the Lord Jesus Christ.

If baptism is NOT essential to salvation, why bother?

Jesus made believer’s baptism a central part of the Church’s mission (Matt 28:19-20). Thus, it is an issue of obedience. When we are baptized, we follow Christ’s own example (Mark 1:9). 

Why does CCC baptize by immersion?

Some churches pour. Others sprinkle. But the primary meaning of the Greek word baptizo means to immerse. Immersion best pictures being buried and raised to new life (Rom 6:4). At CCC we are less concerned with the mode of baptism, and more concerned that participants and spectators understand the meaning of it.

Who can baptize?

In the New Testament, we see church leaders baptizing (John 4:1-2; Acts 10:47-48;16:33). Therefore, CCC’s pastors/elders lead in baptism, often with the help of family members.
When should I be baptized?

The New Testament norm is for believers to undergo baptism immediately after putting faith in Christ (Acts 2:41; 8:38-39; 10:47-48)—a first step of obedience to Jesus. We encourage you to be baptized ASAP after trusting in Christ. Once a believer understands the importance of baptism, there is no scriptural reason for putting it off. 

Where does CCC hold its baptisms? 

In the past we baptized in lakes and swimming pools. Now, we have a portable baptistery that we can set up indoors or outdoors.

Why is baptism such a public thing?

In the Bible, baptism was never a secret act (Acts 2 :41) because true disciples are not ashamed of Jesus. Rather, we want to share our life-changing decision to follow Christ with others.

What if I was baptized before I understood the gospel?

Many folks were baptized as infants, a decision made by their parents, to which they themselves were oblivious. Others were baptized as children, teens, or even adults (while still not understanding the gospel). Believer’s baptism is for those who have heard the gospel, understood it, and chosen to believe in Christ and follow Him. If you were baptized prior to understanding and believing the gospel, we encourage you to participate in believer’s baptism.

Should infants be baptized?

We believe the New Testament teaches that baptism is for believers, and since infants are not yet able to exercise saving faith, we do not baptize babies. We do, however, dedicate babies to the Lord (see 1 Sam 1:27-28). This special ceremony is, actually, more of a parent dedication. A child’s parent(s) pledge(s), with help from fellow believers, to spiritually nurture the child as he or she grows up, and we pray for his/her eventual salvation. 

Should children be baptized?

If a child understands and has accepted God’s gracious offer of new life in Christ, there is no reason that he or she should not be baptized. We have Discipleship Classes available for children in grades 1-6 designed to make sure that a child understands the essentials of new life in Christ.
When is the next CCC baptism?

Easter Sunday, April 4, 2010

What if I’m interested?

Great! Call the church office (251-1951)







