living stones

(1 Peter 2:4-12)

When Jesus met an impulsive fisherman named Simon, he started calling him Peter (which means “rock”). How come? Because Christ was determined to change Simon from a fickle believer into a solid and strong spiritual leader. 

Sure enough, more than three decades later, the reliable and sturdy apostle Peter returned to this “geological” theme of rocks and stones to proclaim the substantive and enduring transformation God wants to bring about in and through all his people.

Christ: the living STONE
(1 Peter 2:4-8, esp. v. 6; cf. Matt 7:24-27 )
· He is the cornerstone—i.e., the foundation of faith (6-7).

· He is a stumbling block (7-8).

Is your trust in Christ? Is he the precious foundation of your life?
The Church: living stones
(1 Peter 2:5, 9-12; cf. J)
· We are a spiritual house for a holy priesthood. (5)

· We are “monuments” to God’s mercy (9-10)
· We should be “pillars” of purity (11-12)
Are you joined together with the other living stones and members of God’s household?

As a “priest” and citizen of “God’s holy nation,” are you “abstaining from sinful desires” and offering God-honoring spiritual sacrifices? 

God is building his people together into something magnificent.
This message, the third in a CCC sermon series from “1 Peter” is by Len Woods [10/18/09]. 









