Fixing Our Hope

(1 Peter 1:13-25)

Darkness, disappointment, difficulties…the world has a way of gradually (or suddenly) beating us down. In the midst of our discouragement, we wonder if things will ever get better. We ask a million questions:  Where is God? Does it matter how I live? Why bother? How can I keep going?


If you’re in that hopeless place today, Peter’s got a good word for you:

( The reality of hassles and hurts
(1 Peter 1:1-12, esp. v. 6; John 16:33; 2 Tim 2:12)
What hardships are you facing?
( The question of hope?
(1 Peter 1:13; cf. Matt 6:33; Col. 3:2; Heb 12:1-2) 
Where does your hope lie?

( The pursuit of holiness
(1 Peter 1:14-25; cf. John 17:17)
· reverent fear (17-21)
· intense love (22; cf. John 13:34-35)
· a craving for eternal truth (22-2:3; cf. Heb 4:12; Ps 119:11)
Is your life different?

Hope is responding differently today 

in anticipation of a better tomorrow.
This message, the second in a CCC sermon series from “1 Peter” is by Len Woods [10/11/09]. 

Lagniappe

Bebo Norman has written and recorded a great song about the struggle for hope in the midst of a harsh and unpredictable world. “Tip of My Heart” is about hanging on, about leaning on God’s grace. It’s about finding in Him the ability to live with love and joy while waiting for the restoration of all things in eternity.

“Tip of My Heart”
It's on the tip of my heart, the words to say

But I fall apart and I walk away

There's an angry world pressed against my back

And at every turn I keep looking back

And I know you promise me

Love through eternity

So why can't I just hold on

I want to live, I want to love

But I'm afraid my simple faith will never be enough

I want to laugh, I want to be set free

And let you hold all that my soul has deep inside of me

But I don't know where to start

It's on the tip of my heart

So would you take my hand, because I'm sinking in

To this life I've made, but don't understand

The clock moves so slowly, but time goes so fast

In this whirlwind world that will never last

This love you're giving me

It's not just make believe

Help me just to hold on

You open the sky, and open my eyes

And all my fears are scattered away

So I walk in grace, because I've seen your face

You are all that matters to me

So I'm gonna live, I'm gonna love

I'm not afraid because your grace will always be enough

I'm gonna laugh, I'm gonna be set free

And let you hold all that my soul has deep inside of me

You have shown me where to start

It's on the tip of my heart









